
4 reasons we can trust the textual accuracy of the New Testament: 

1.  The GROWING VOLUME of Manuscripts 
• 5800 Greek manuscripts and fragments . . . so far! 
• Tens of thousands of Latin, Coptic, Syriac, Armenian, Georgian, 

Gothic manuscripts 
• More manuscripts still being discovered 

	  
2.  The EARLY DATE of Many Manuscripts 

• John Rylands fragment: Contains John 18:31-33; 37-38. Proves 
the existence and use of the book of John as far away as Egypt 
from place of origin - Ephesus in Asia Minor (book of John written 
~AD 90, or earlier, papyrus dates ~AD 130) 

• Chester Beatty Papyri: Dating from the 3rd cent., contains major 
portions of the New Testament 

• Codex Sinaiticus: 4th cent. Discovered by Dr. Constantin von 
Tischendorf (1844). Contains almost all of the New Testament  

• Codex Vaticanus: 4th cent., in the Vatican. Contains nearly all of the 
Bible 

	  
3.  The VARIOUS FAMILIES of Manuscripts  

• Alexandrian, Byzantine, Western and Caesarean  
• These families of manuscripts enable scholars to determine the 

accurate text by identified causes and sources of variant readings  
 
Types of Textual Variants  

1. spelling and nonsense variants (75%) 
2. untranslatable variants (19%) 
3. meaningful variants that are not viable (5%)  
4. meaningful and viable variants (1%) 

4.  The NUMEROUS QUOTATIONS of the Early Church Fathers  
• There are over one million quotations of the NT by the Church 

Fathers dating from the first century to the Middle Ages  

 

 
Sola Scriptura is the conviction that only the Bible—because it is God’s 
inspired, inerrant Word—is our SUFFICIENT and FINAL authority.  But can 
we trust that the Bible we read is textually accurate?  Or has something 
been lost in transmission and translation?   
 
A Bit of Background and Introduction . . .  

•  The original and first versions of the books of the Bible are called 
“ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPHS.”  

• When we speak of the INERRANCY of the Bible we are speaking with 
reference to the “original autographs.” 

• We do not POSSESS the “Original Autographs” of the Bible, but only 
HAND COPIES of the originals.   

• In 1516, Erasmus published the first PRINTED EDITION of the Greek 
New Testament.  

• All Bibles before 1516 were hand copied and are now referred to as 
“MANUSCRIPTS.”  

• Erasmus used the manuscripts at his disposal to print the most 
ACCURATE Bible he could.  

• Erasmus’ process of attempting to determine the original wording of the 
Bible’s autographs is ongoing and known as TEXTUAL CRITICISM. 
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Growth Groups are the glue that hold our church together.  Growth 
Groups are groups of 6 - 12+ people that meet together during the 
week to process and apply the message, pray together, care for 
another and live life together.  If you are interested in joining a Growth 
Group, go to gracecentralcoast.org.  

Living Life Together  

Take time in this 5th week of Winter Growth Groups to connect with one 
another.  Share life’s joys and struggles.   

Digging Into God’s Word & the Message Together  

1. What is one thing you learned in this week’s message?  What is one 
way you were challenged by the message?  

2. Different people experience different struggles with the reliability of the 
Bible.  Have you had questions about the transmission of the Bible, the 
translation of the Bible and the textual accuracy of the Bible?   

3. What is “textual criticism”?  What is a “textual variant”?  What is a 
“manuscript”?  When was the first Greek New Testament printed and 
what made that possible?   

4. Does the existence of “textual variants” bother you?  What percentage 
of textual variants actually impact the meaning of the text?  Do any 
textual variants actually impact any core doctrines of the Christian faith?  
 

5. How sure are you regarding the accuracy of the Biblical text?  
 
 
 

6. Do you feel like you are more ready to have a conversation with 
someone about the textual accuracy questions?  If not, what are you 
going to do about that?   

Praying Together 

• Read again 1 Peter 3:15 and use it as a springboard. Pray for a 
deepening of your commitment to Scripture and an equipping to be able 
to talk about Scripture.   

• Pray that our young people at Grace will work through their own 
questions about the Bible and come to embrace its authority.   

• Share and pray for one another’s needs and life challenges.   
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